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• Creating energy and presence         Clinic Materials 

• Building the ensemble from individual performers 

o Meaningful warm-up and method exercises 
o Ensemble unity 
o Effective response of conducting for the ensemble and conductor 
o Flexibility through unison exercises 
o Demonstration 

Using ensemble method books with a purpose 

• Long tones 

• Scales/intervals 

• Etude 

• Tune/chorale 
o Flexibility exercise 

• Connecting warm-up and methods to the repertoire 
o Associating response 
o Maintaining meaning 
o Value of authentic, flexible ensemble literature 
o Finding strength in numbers for small or second/third bands 
o Demonstration  

My Bonny Boy from English Folk Song Suite by Ralph Vaughan Williams  
Declaration Overture by Claude T. Smith 

• Comparing traditional scores to flex scores  

• Traditional sound versus flexible sound 
 

• Perception / Reality 
o Value of tradition versus excellence 
o Teach the student, not to the test (concerts or festivals) 
o Demonstration 

Where the Wild Things Dance by Joseph Benjamin Earp 

• Varying the ensemble instrumentation 
o Student/ensemble members as the arrangers 
 

Joseph Benjamin Earp is the Performing Arts Chair and Director of Bands at Hinds Community 
College in Raymond, Mississippi. Dr. Earp has multiple degrees in music education, with his 
highest being a Doctor of Music Education from Liberty University. He is a published composer 
with BKJ Publications, Carl Fischer, Claude T. Smith Publications, and RWS Music Company. 
 
More about Dr. Earp can be found at www.joeemusic.com.  
Follow Dr. Earp on social media @earpcomposer. 
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CLAUDE T. SMITH 
PUBLICATIONS, INC.

claudetsmith.com • 913-709-0531 • ctspubs@gmail.com
Claude T. Smith (1932-1987) remains one of the most beloved composers of band music, 
and through the catalogue of Claude T. Smith Publications, Inc., many classic works have 

been reprinted, and several never-before-published works are now available.

CLAUDE T. SMITH FLEXIBLE ENSEMBLE SERIES

View full conductor scores 
and order online: www.barnhouse.com

Distributed exclusively by 
C. L. Barnhouse Co.

www.claudetsmith.com

GRADE 3

Find the complete list of Flexible Ensembles at claudetsmith.com
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GRADE 3
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“Declaration Overture” has a 
five-note motive in an opening 
slow section, followed by 
a driving Allegro where the 
original five-note motive is put 
through a series of variations.

“Zia, Zia!” is festive and lively, 
with all the flavor of a Spanish 
parade. Claude T. Smith has 
done a masterful job as he 
created this Spanish March.

“Stone Mountain Overture” 
was beautifully written to 
ensure success with younger 
ensembles. The composition 
is wonderfully developed with 
captivating rhythmic themes 
and dynamics.

The original of this arrangement 
continues to be one of Claude 
T. Smith’s most performed 
works. The opening theme 
sparkles with rhythmic energy 
and harmonic structure that 
never grow old.

“Dramatic Prelude” begins with 
a “dramatic” fanfare, which is 
followed by an easily accessible 
melody; a del segno takes you 
back to the “dramatic” fanfare 
and an ending as exciting as the 
beginning.

Finale from “A Rhapsody on 
Christmas Carols” centers 
around a lively rendition of 
the widely known Christmas 
carol, Angels We Have Heard 
on High.

This late 19th century 
Christmas carol, also known as 
“O Come, All Ye Faithful”, is a 
traditional favorite. 

This is the composition that 
started it all! “Emperata 
Overture” is a wind band classic 
for concert and festival alike.



CLAUDE T. SMITH WORKS ARRANGED FOR FLEXIBLE ENSEMBLE 

BY JOSEPH BENJAMIN EARP 

 

American Folk Song Trilogy   Grade 3 CTS-8088-00 Bandworld Top 100 2024 

America the Beautiful   Grade 2 CTS-8003-00 

Anthem for Winds and Percussion Grade 3 CTS-8059-00 

Avondale Overture   Grade 2 CTS-8005-00 

Black Watch    Grade 3 CTS-8007-00 JW Pepper Editors’ Choice 2025 

Castlebrooke Overture   Grade 2 CTS-8012-00 

Chorale and Allegro   Grade 4 CTS-8022-00 Bandworld Top 100 2022 

Chorale Prelude: All Things Bright  Grade 2 CTS-8064-00 

    and Beautiful 

Chorale Prelude: For the Beauty of Grade 2 CTS-8063-00 

    The Earth 

Chorale Prelude: Rejoice Ye Pure Grade 4 CTS-8045-00 

    In Heart 

Concert Variations   Grade 3 CTS-8026-00 

Danza Sonora    Grade 3 CTS-8021-00 

Declaration Overture   Grade 3 CTS-8002-00 Bandworld Top 100 2021 

Dramatic Prelude   Grade 3.5 CTS-8009-00 

Emperata Overture   Grade 4 CTS-8018-00 Bandworld Top 100 2021 

Finale from A Rhapsody on  Grade 4 CTS-8056-00 

    Christmas Carols 

God of Our Fathers   Grade 4 CTS-8029-00 

Golden Regiment   Grade 2 CTS-8113-00 

Greensleeves: A Symphonic Setting Grade 4 CTS-8043-00 

Nocturne from Incidental Suite Grade 4.5 CTS-8031-00 

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  Grade 3 CTS-8042-00 

   (A Christmas Prelude) 

Rondo from Incidental Suite  Grade 4.5 CTS- 8032-00 Bandworld Top 100 2022 

Sonus Ventorum   Grade 3 CTS-8010-00 

Star Song    Grade 2.5 CTS-8115-00 JW Pepper Editors’ Choice 2025 

Stone Mountain Overture  Grade 2 CTS-8013-00 

Summer in Rio    Grade 2.5 CTS-8114-00 JW Pepper Editors’ Choice 2025 

Symphonic Variations on   Grade 3.5 CTS-8044-00 Bandworld Top 100 2022 

    Amazing Grace  

Symphonic Variations on In Dulci  Grade 4 CTS-8041-00 

   Jubilo 

Tarantella from Incidental Suite Grade 4.5 CTS-8030-00 

Windstar (Concert Overture)  Grade 3 CTS-8024-00 Bandworld Top 100 2024 

Zia! Zia (Spanish March)  Grade 2 CTS-8020-00 

  




